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In this paper, a new mordellid beetle, Yakuhananomia tsuyukii sp. nov. is described on the 
basis of six male specimens collected at Iwaki City in central Honshu of Japan. It is most unexpected 
that a second species of Yakuhananomia occurs in the Japanese Islands besides yakui (Kono), which 
has been known from Hokkaido and the Southern Japanese Alps. As will be discussed later, the 
type-series of this new species includes two forms showing different colour patterns of elytral pubes¬ 
cence. 


Yakuhananomia tsuyukii sp. nov. (Figs. 1, 2) 

(Japanese name: Iwaki-yaku-hananomi) 

Male. Body black; spurs and apical parts of each sternite reddish brown; claws more or less 
brown; apices of front tibiae, bases and apices of 1st segments of front tarsi and each base and 
apex of 3rd to last segments of antennae more or less yellowish brown. 

Head densely clothed with thin fuscous pubescence, except for base and tempora which are 
clothed with yellow hairs. Pronotum densely clothed with deep golden-yellow pubescence, except 
for three very large spots consisting of dark fuscous one, the central one of which is connected 
with lateral ones at the antero-lateral parts (in one specimen of the typical form, the pronotum is 
largely blackish except for yellowish basal and lateral areas. Scutellum clothed with pale-yellow 
pubescence. Elytra clothed with deep golden-yellow pubescence except for humeral parts which 
are either sparsely clothed with short deep golden-yellow hairs or partially bare, and bearing 
maculations of dark fuscous pubescence as follows: a pair of spots near base, a pre-median W- 
shaped pattern, a post median fascia and an apical fascia, all these maculations being connected by 
two or four stripes (though the stripes connecting the 1st with 2nd are very thin). Pygidium 
densely clothed with dark fuscous pubescence, except for the apical parts which are clothed with 
yellow hairs. Anal sternite densely clothed with deep yellow pubescence. Ventral surface excepting 
anal sternite clothed with pale-yellow pubescence, though darker pubescence exists on apico-median 
areas of 3rd and 4th segments. Hairs on legs pale-yellow, gradually becoming deeper in colour 
towards apices. 
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Head densely and finely punctate, mo¬ 
derately convex, and with a small but 
distinct concavity at pre-vertex; eyes some¬ 
what oval, not bearing hairs; tempora broad. 

Last segment of maxillary palpus semi- 
securiform with roundness; outer margin 
about a half longer than inner one, inner 
margin a little longer than the apical. An¬ 
tennae short; -4th to 10th segments serrate 
and gradually decreasing in length towards 
apex; 1st and 2nd shaped as a thick log, 3rd 
as club; 3rd the longest, nearly equal in 
length to 1st, about 1. 5 times as long as 2nd, 
about 1. 3 times as long as 4th; last segment 
roundly oval, about 1. 3 times as long as wide, a little shorter than 4th and about 1. 6 times as 
long as 10th. Pronotum transverse, about 1.5 times as wide as long; surface densely and coasely 
punctate; hind angles rounded; lateral margins arched in dorsal view, nearly straight in lateral 
view. Scutellum almost square, with hind angles slightly rounded. Elytra narrower than pronotum, 
about twice as long as wide, and narrowed posteriorly; surface punctured as follows: areas near 
base intricate, shoulders and the areas behind them evidently rugose, the other parts slightly or 
faintly rugose and covered with dense punctuations, each of which is more or less longitudinal; 
apex separately rounded. Pygidium very short, attenuated towards apex with slightly curving sides, 
almost equal in length to basal width, and somewhat longer than anal sternite, with an obtuse 
dorsal carina in apical half; apex narrowly truncated in dorsal view and vertically truncated in 
lateral view, the truncation in the latter view being about twice the length of that in the former; 
apex oval in cross section, more or less subsiding, and distinctly tuberculate at the upper central 

portion. Anal sternite narrowed posteriorly, and 
somewhat narrowly truncated at apex. Front 
tibia nearly straight in dorsal view, somewhat 
curved downwards in lateral view. Hind leg 
with only one comb just before apex of tibia; 
inner spur of hind tibia about 2. 5 times as long 
as the outer one. 

Body length (incl. head and excl. pygidium): 
7. 2~7. 8 mm. Elytron length: 4. 5-4. 8 mm. 

Type-series. Holotype, $, Eda (about 300m 




Fig. 1 Yakuhananomia tsuyukii sp. nov. 
a: holotype b: black form 
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Occurrence of a New Species of the Genus Yak uhananotnia KONO (Mordellidae) in Central Ho nshu 

alt), Iwaki City, Fukushima Pref., Honshu, Japan, 6. \I. 1977, S. TSUYUKI leg. (deposited in the 
Natn. Sci. Mus., Tokyo). Faratypes: 5£$, same locality as the holotype, 6-7. \1. 1977, M. 
TAKAKUWA leg. (in Dr. T. NAKANE’s and the author’s collections) 

Distribution. Iwaki Area (central Honshu) 

Variation. Two different colour forms resulted from the difference in the pattern of elytral 
pubescence are recognized in the type-series, that is, the typical (4 specimens) and black forms 
(2 specimens). The latter is as follows: l) pronotum almost wholly clothed with fuscous pubes¬ 
cence, only excepting basal and lateral margins, 2) elytra with a broad blackish fascia on the median 
area. This blackish specimens do not differ from the holotype in the male genitalia, nor in the 
external structures beside elytral coloration. Further, both these specimens were collected at the 
same locality. It is therefore clear that the two colour forms belong to the same species. 

This new species is very similar to Y. yakui (KONO) from Sapporo of Hokkaido and the 
Akaishi Mountains of central Honshu, but can easily be distinguished from that species by the 
following characteristics: 1) head with a distinct concavity at pre-vertex and clothed with dark 
fuscous pubescence, 2) pronotum and elytra clothed with deep golden-yellow pubescence, 3) blackish 
spots on pronotum evidently larger, 4) blackish fascia at the post-median area of elytron clearly 
connected with apical one by stripes, 5) almost whole part of pygidium clothed with dark fuscous 
pubescence, 6) each abdominal segment without blackish spot at the apico-median area. 
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